THE WISE MAN'S HOPE.                        319

on triumphal ears, imitated from the orgies of Jagger-
nath, and introduced the dancers of 4he Brahminical
rites into the ceremonial of the Church."'

Let us hear another writer upon this subject of the
Western Buddhism and its ancient connection with La-
maism, as descending to the present days.

"Amongst the heathen, every shrine had its priest; and
as these priests were generally maintained by the offerings
brought to the altars of their respective patrons, they, of
course, became deeply pledged to uphold a system which
furnished them with the means of subsistence, if not of
profusion.

"It is lamentable to observe in how many particulars
this picture is true of modern Italy and Sicily; where, in
spite of that knowledge of the one and only God which
revelation has communicated, the same tendency to poly-
theism, (for the worship of saints has all the character
of that creed in practice, however ingeniously it may be
explained,) is still maijiifested; and where the same
abuses as those which have been already enumerated,
and from the same causes, abundantly prevail. On the
one hand, impertinent and unworthy solicitations of
divine interference; on the other, encouragement in such
a practice by self-interested individuals. Priests ill paid,
and hoards of friars, mendicants by profession, have been
tempted to lay under heavy contribution the credulity
of the public; and accordingly we find most cathedrals,
as well as nearly all the chapels of the regular clergy,
possessed of images or relics said to be endowed with
miraculous virtues, while a box is at hand to receive the
offerings of those, who, out of gratitude for the past, or
hope for the future, are disposed to give their mite for the
good of the Church.

" I have seen the poor fishermen at Catania regularly

1 Edin. Keview, April, 1851, p. 411.